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J¥K Assassination and a Maﬁa Hir |

There was high drama behind mob-
ster Santos Trafficante’s recent ap-
pearance before the House Assagsina-
tions Committee, He had been im-
plicated in an incredible murder plot
that had been aimed at Cuban Presi
dent Fidel Castro that allegedly back-
fired against President Kennedy.

We reported the first half of the
story, in all its fascinatingly sordid de-
tails, in January of 1971. We added the -
last half, carefully hedging, in Septem- -

ber 1976. It took until this month to get -~
“Trafficante to respond on the witness’
- stand. He denied playing any part in
- the Kennedy assassination. “No, sir,” 3
-hesaid firmly.” -

The man who imphcated him, mob-
ster John Rosselli, was not available to -,
testify against him. The unfortunate .

on July 28, 1978.

that Rosselli was the confidential.
source who told him about the coun-.
terplot against Kennedy.

Rosselli was in a position to know
what he was talking about. As the hit
man recruited by the CIA to kill
Castro, Rosselli developed informants
close to Castro. These sources, never
uncovered by . Castro, kept Rosselli .
fully informed on how the assassina-
noi plot bhad boomeranged, Morgan
Police suspect Rme}ii may have
.‘been murdered for talking toe much -
- about this bizarre plot. Twelve days be- -

;. fore his death, he dined with Traffi- .-

¥ cante at:the fashjopable Landings res-

‘taurant in Fort Lauderdale, Fla. It is -

» the custom in the Mafia to wine and
- dine a wayard member before he is ex»

" Rosselli was executed, gangland-styls, ”ecuted.
Underworld informants: told police . .

But before he died, he told us that > that Rosselii was lured aboard a pri-

the Mafia killers, who had attempted

ligence Agency, had been- captured -
and tortured. Then Casiro, as the su-

preme irony, turned the killers against -
- o}d Rosselli was strangled and his legs
-were sawed off so the body would fit

Kennedy, Rosselli suggested. He said
they belonged to the Trafficante mob.
The flamboyant Rosselli, out of life-
long Mafia habit, was guarded in relat-
ing the story'to us. He had come to
trust us over the years, and we had
dragged the story from him bit by bit.

the same story, in far more explicit de-
tail, to his attorney Edward P. Morgan.

A former FBI official, Morgan went
as far as attomey-chent privilege
would permit and tipped off the FBI -
on March 20, 1967. Because his client is--
dead, Morgan bas now confirmed tous -

 vate boat by his executioners. It is also

*to rub out Castro for the Central Intel- ... the Mafia practice to give murder con-

tracts to fr'iends whom the vmtlm

“trusts,

According to the pohce, the 70-year-

in‘'a metal drum. The murderers cut

" holes in the drum so it wouid fill with

water and weighted it- down -with -
heavy chains. Then they heaved n: into:

. Miami's Biscayne Bay.
But now we have learned he confided .-

But apparently the- gases from the.
body caused

Earlier Rosselli 2 assoclates knowmg
. he had béen in touch with us, called us>.

Jto, report hxs dlsappearance. They

fore his death.”” - -
the drum to rise eerxly

“‘from its saltwater grave. The dr -
_with its grisly contents washed up on>
-the shore. :

tacts with us.
Two years later, 'I‘ra.ffxcame wa&
summoned before the House :
"sipations Committee and granted mi-
munity to assure his testimony. H
hunched down in the witness chdir,”
_balding old man who did not appear
_be the sinister Mafia chieftaim wh
name is feared throughout the unde =
world. '
Chairman Louis Stokes {D-Ohio) rea(I
!:um our Sept, 7, 1976 column suggests
- ing that the plot against Castro ma
have-hoomeranged agdinst Kennedy,

feared foul play because of his co: -!

"~ “No knowledgewhawoever, reph' &
‘the mobster. e, PR
- “Do you have any mfom_mﬁon con~

]

“NO, e (OIS ‘-.'
- +*“Do yon have any knowledﬂa t‘.cmfl
cermng how this information -couk
have been given to this columnist, Mr
Anderson"” the chairman pressed. ';..;

- *No, sir,” said Trafficante.. ol

-“Did you and Mr. Rosselli ever d:s-
cuss any retahatory actxon by Castm"".';:
.. “NO Su' ” " 1.

““Can you tell’ us” asked Stokes"'
“when was the last time you had seenj[
- Mr. Rosselli prior to his death?” . -

“l1 wouild say_ two, three weeks bea

" “And where was that"" o *

““At Fort Lauderdale‘ sa.id Santom
Trafficante,~ =7 =«

Footnote: -As we have stressed in
previous columns, Fidel Castro has vigy
-prously denied any connectmn wi
theKennedy assassmatmn‘,« s
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